A study was conducted to determine the attitude of the coastal rural youth towards some selected modern livestock technologies. Data were collected from randomly selected 91 youths of Patuakhali district using a structured interview schedule during 15 May to 31 May 2007. Coastal rural youths' attitude towards some selected livestock technologies was the dependent variable of the study. Ten selected individual characteristics of the respondents namely, age, education, family size, family farm size, family annual income, aspiration, innovativeness, extension media contact, agricultural knowledge and time spent in agricultural activities were considered as the independent variables of the study. Majority of the coastal rural youth (49.4 percent) had moderately favourable attitude, while 28.6 per cent had less favourable and 22 per cent had highly favourable attitude to modern livestock technologies. Among the ten selected independent variables aspiration, extension medial contact and agricultural knowledge had positive significant relationship with coastal youths' attitude towards some selected livestock technologies.
Introduction
There is a need to establish a meaningful relationship for the youth within the family and the community structure. It is also required to ensure that they are fruitfully employed (Ray, 1999) .The world wide statistics indicate that over 200 million young people, or 18 per cent of all youth, live on less than one dollar a day, and 515 million on less than two dollars a day. Despite the fact that youth are receiving more education, youth unemployment in the world has increased to record levels. Youth unemployment at a total of 88 million is the highest in the Western Asia, North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa, and consequently there is increased pressure on young people to compete in globalizing labour market (Anonymous, 2005) .
Food security embraces food production, stability of supply and access to food. Livestock plays an important role in all three aspects. A significant contribution to food production is made through the provision of high-value protein-rich animal products. Animals indirectly support crop production through draught power and manure and thus, they help stabilize supply, and finally, they are the most significant source of income and store of wealth for smallholders, thereby providing access to food (Bahram et al., 2008) Youths can play significant role in the overall development of a country through their active and skilled youth power. About one third of the total population of Bangladesh is youth, which is near about four and quarter crores (DYD, 2004) . By their dominant figure and energy, young people can make an immense contribution in nation building. They would be able to play an important role in building global food security and development. But unfortunately, many of the youth do not get the chance to fulfill that potential because of their unfavourable attitude formation. Lack of education, training and organizational program mostly make them unproductive (Ali and Anwar, 2000) .
The total population in the coastal zone of Bangladesh is 36.83 million, of which 10.8 million is youth (WARPO, 2006) . So, overall development of the country immensely depends upon the development of this region. Rural youths are closely involved in agriculture. Unemployment problem among the youth can be solved through initiating appropriate livestock technologies. Positive attitude formation to livestock technologies is an important prerequisite for adopting modern livestock technologies. Therefore, the present study was undertaken with the following specific objectives:
1.
To determine the attitude of the coastal rural youth towards some selected livestock technologies. The selected technologies are-goat rearing and poultry cum fish culture. 2.
To describe some characteristics of the coastal rural youths. The characteristics are-age, education, family size, family farm size, family annual income, aspiration, innovativeness, extension media contact, agricultural knowledge and time spent in agricultural activities. 3.
To explore the relationship of the selected characteristics of the coastal rural youths with their attitude towards some selected livestock technologies.
Methodology
The population of the study covered all the rural youths including both male and female youth of the three-selected villages namely, Santosdi, Boga Bandar and Chargarabdi under Patuakhali district. Lists of 450 youths were prepared in advance as the population of the study. From that population, 20 per cent respondents were selected randomly. Hence, the sample size was ninety-one (91). Data were collected by the researchers. A structured interview schedule was used for collection of data during 15 May to 31 May, 2007.
Variables of the study
Coastal rural youths' attitude towards some selected modern livestock technologies was the dependent variable of the study. The researcher selected two modern livestock technologies viz. goat rearing and poultry cum fish culture. Besides, ten selected individual characteristics of the coastal rural youths namely age, education, family size, family farm size, family annual income, aspiration, innovativeness, extension media contact, agricultural knowledge and time spent in agricultural activities were considered as the independent variables of the study.
Measurement of the dependent variable (attitude)
Attitude of the coastal rural youth towards some selected modern agricultural technologies was ascertained through a 5-point-Likert type scale having 4-statements for each technology. Hence, agreement on twelve (3 x 4 =12) statements were ascertained as 'strongly agree', 'agree', 'undecided', 'disagree' and 'strongly disagree' with the corresponding scores of 4, 3, 2, 1 and 0. Thus, for a respondent the attitude score could rang from 0 to 32, where 0 indicates most unfavourable attitude and 32 indicates most favourable attitude. Table 1 provides some basic statistics of individual characteristics of the respondents which are self-explanatory. It was found that most of the respondents were older(29-35 Yrs) had secondary education, comprising medium family, had small family farm size, having medium family annual income, had medium aspiration, moderate innovativeness, medium extension media contact, medium agricultural knowledge and moderate time spent in agricultural activities. Natural disaster like cyclone, tidal surges, river bank erosion, tsunami and salinity problems are common phenomenon in coastal area. Livelihood of coastal people is very often damaged by these natural disasters. Natural disasters not only damage the crop and livestock resources of coastal people but also hundreds of lives of human being. Hence coastal youth always try to be educated and look for salaried job in other parts of the country. This may be the reason why other variables show no significant relationship with the attitude of coastal rural youth towards some selected livestock technologies. Table 4 show the degree of agreement and disagreement of the respondents towards two selected livestock technologies, particularly to the statements related to them. Table 4 that coastal youths showed highly positive attitude to the statements those are related to the efficiency and economic potentials of the selected technologies. At the same time, they possessed less positive attitude with the social aspects of the selected technologies.
Results and Discussion

Some basic features of individual characteristics
Features of the selected technologies according to attitude responses Data in
It is revealed from
In coastal areas livestock and agriculture are not as developed as in the other parts of the country. Due to lack of modern communication and transportation system diffusion rate of modern livestock technologies is very slow here. As a result, coastal people do not consider agriculture and livestock as dignified ways of earning livelihood though they are aware of the potentialities of modern livestock technologies. Table 4 . Attitude frequency of coastal youths related to selected livestock technologies.
